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REP. GRIFFIN
ANNOUNCES IN-
DISTRICT OFFICE
HOURS

roughom
tate Rep. Bath anﬁn
R-Mamm) will meat

with armea residents during
scheduded effice howrs.

*I think it i importam to
begin this new tem by hearing
directly from pacple n my
commurity,” Griffis said in a
naws ralease. “ leck forward to
having discussicrs on how we
can move our state feeward and
hope to take any ideas shared
and incergorate tham into the
House's palicy priofities for the
UPLOMIng yaar

Rep. Grifln wil ba availabla
Fridiry, Jan. 25, & the fellewing
tirvses and locaticrs:

* 510 10 am. at Graen Glass
Coffes, 229 E. Michigan
Ava., in Paw Paw,

* 1030 10 11:30 a.m. at
Hartfard City Hall, 19 W.
Main S1., in Hartford;

* 1102 p.m. at the South
Havan Lbrary, 314
Broadway St., in South
Havan, and

* 3301w430pm. at
Cooper Tamnship Hall,

1550 D. Avenue W, n
Kalmazoo.

No appormmants are
nacassary. Thase who are
unable 1o attend at the
schadued times but weuld
lh .m nunity to talk with

n may call har office
at CS'I?) 373.0839 or emal
BethGriffin@house. mi.gov. —
STAFF REPORTS

PAQUETTE, GRIFFIN
AND LASATA BEGIN
THEIR TERMS

IN MICHIGAN
LEGISLATURE

ntly, soutfrwast
ichigan’s nawly elected
fficials were formally
swarm in at the state Cagital n
Larding.

State Rep. Brad Paguette
|R-Barrian Springs), state Rep.
Bath Griffn (R-Mattawar) and
stata San. Kim LaSata [R-51
Josaph) all tock the aath of
ofice as the state marked
the apening day of the 100th
Mid::g.m Lagislatra.

ichigan Sugreme Court
Chief Justice Stephen Markman
admiristerad the cath 10 LaSata
and Grifln, while Michigan
Suprame Coun Justice Bridget
Mary McComak admiristared
the cath 1o Paquatte. — STAMF
REPORTS

Senator Stabenow introduces
legislation to lower cost

of prescription drugs

"S. Sen. Debhie Stabenow (D-M1), ranking member on the Senate
Flnance Sebcommittee an Health Care, Introdoced begislation atmed at
lowering the cost of preseription drugs.
Americans pay - by far - the highest pelees in the woeld for
prescription drugs. Alrendy this year, prices on mare than 1,000
medications have an average pelee hike of 6 percent.
“It’s ahsurd that our own government ls prohibited from negotiating lower
peescription dreg pelees for sensoes wnder Medicare and that people ncross oar own
Michigan border ln Canada pay 5o much Jess foe thelr peescriptions,” saed Senator
Sabenow. "My bills will help put an end to these outrageous pesctices and Blg

Pharma's md Amesican families,
and bealth product lobbying resched $216 million list year, moce

than any other Industry. Stabenow s Intredudng two pleces of lgislation that will
combat rising peescription drug costs:

» The "Empowering Medicare Senlors to Negotiate Direg Prices Act” woudd allow
the Secretary of Health and Human Services 1o directly negotiste with drug
campanies for price dsoccunts of thelr drugs, which & banmed under current law.

» The “Affordable and Safe Preseription Deug Importation Act” sethoracs
the Secretary of Health and Human Servioes % Issoe regulations pesmitting
whalesaless, llosrsed US acses, and Individuals to smpoet sade medicaticns
from lieensoed Cansdan selers that are manedactared at fdlities inspected by the
Food and Drug Admsinstration. Currently, Americans pay about 40 percent maore
mmmmpapumthnmdwda

This s Senator Stabenow’s sucoessful offort last year to get her bipartisan

“Know the Lowest Price Act” passed Into law - eracking down oo outrageos gag
clanses that stop pharmacss from telling customers that they could pay bess tor their

peescription if they pay out of pocket. — sTAMY REPrOXTS

Why a national marijuana law
could be closer to reality in 2019

o far, the task of locsening martjusna kows bas been left to lndivideal states

%o implement. Bt that when the Democrats won contral of the

House of Representatives last manth.

“The states bave been carrying the water for the pro-martjuana forces for

seversd years bat that may finally start to change,” says Sarah Lee Gossett
Parreh (www sarshleegossettparrish.com), o cannabls industry liwyer. “The foderad
govermnment s sbout to get invelved I & hig way. Uniform natlonal mastjusna kaws
are certaindy now on the tahle.”

Oregoa Rep. Earl Blumenaver (DVOR) has already lasd out a blucprint to advance
rationad marjusna kegislation. Blumenauer's plan could begin as scon as Demoerats
take the gaved next manth, he says. His strategy would Indude stasting to nsove
theay carvently unable to make & to the Howse floar under Repu! oato
comuintee schodules, for hearings and propased beglslation.

Here are some of the House committees that could be looking at mardjusa ssucs
and what they would be ccasidering:

The House Jodesary Committee. Rep. Bhamenaeer wints the House to
“deschedule” marfpaana. 1t is carvently labeled a “Schedule 17 dreg, the most tightly
restrcted category reserved for drugs that have "no carvently acoepted medicad use.”
Cannabis advocates have been trying to change that dissification since 1972,

House Veterans Affairs Commntee. Hearings may be held on propased legislation
%0 give veterans acoess to modical marfeana.

House Financlal Serviees Committee. The focus would be on banking changes.
Right now, cannahis businesses are unable to use banks, cvasdng them to be an
all-cash business, which makes them maore to rebberies and violence
There are many other advantages for cannabis prodacers If they could have necess to

wstitutions.

Further optimiam about the feture of passing national martjuana laws Is doe to
two majer roadblocks being removed. Attamey Generad Jeff Sesshors wis fired by
Pressdent Donald Trump and Texas Rep. Pete Sessions was defeatod by Demsocrat
Colin Ared. Although Jeff Sesshons had more of & natlonal profile, Rep. Pete
Sessnns was argaahly moce impaortant for pro-martjuans forees to remsove sinoe be
was chalrman of the powerfal Howse Rules Committee. He has been crodited with

keepirg almaost all marguana legedation from reaching the floor of Congress for a

vone.

“No margpaana bill could get & floor vote under Representative Sessions,” Parrsh
says. “He was probably the bges legislative readblock to comprehensive nationsd
marijuans legishition. Now that be Is gone, there s a lot of optinadsos that many of
these hils may finally 20t a vote.” — SARAN LEX GOSSETT PARRINE




